
NICT and Falklands Conservation Merger Announcement 

 

The New Island Conservation Trust wishes to announce an agreement with Falklands 
Conservation to a merger of these two environmental charities that for several decades have 
each made   huge contributions to the protection and research of the flora, fauna and heritage 
of the Falkland Islands. It is hoped that the amalgamation will be completed by the end of 
June this year. 

The New Island Conservation Trust (NICT) was established as an independent charity in 1995 
by the late Ian Strange MBE who even then had devoted many years to preserving this most 
beautiful island which has an exceptional diversity of wildlife and is one of the most important 
nature reserves in the South Atlantic. Since its inception, NICT, with much financial help from 
the Geoffrey C Hughes Trust, has enabled scientists from many countries to undertake a wide 
range of continuous scientific research, has made huge improvements to the infrastructure 
and accessibility of the island and has opened it up to many more scientists,  cruise ship 
visitors, film crews and increasingly to residents.  

NICT is fortunate to own the entire island and all its assets outright and to be financially 
secure. However, its trustees are unanimous in the view that, by incorporating the Trust 
within  Falklands Conservation (which already owns several adjacent islands), New Island will 
benefit significantly from  the much greater resources of the combined charity, and be able 
to improve the security and protection in perpetuity of one of the premier sites in the 
Falklands archipelago. 

The first phase of the merger will involve minimal changes to the operations of either 
organisation, but it is planned that a revised administration and management structure for 
New Island will be in place before the next research and visitor season starts in September. 
Furthermore, to assure continuity it has been agreed that two NICT trustees will join the FC 
Board and that New Island will retain its own identity and finances within Falklands 
Conservation in the next few years. 

Whilst Falklands Conservation will underpin operations on New Island through its current 
staff and other resources, it will also seek to raise funds for larger projects on NI. These would 
potentially include combatting erosion caused largely by historical farming activity, 
developing an Implementation Plan for the eradication of alien invasive mammals and 
planning for improvements to heritage buildings, as well as enhanced opportunities for 
education and outreach locally.  

The trustees of both these well-established charities are unanimous in their resolve to 
contribute even more in the future to the conservation of the rich environment and heritage 
of the Falkland Islands, and to perpetuate the memory and work of Ian Strange who did so 
much to establish New Island as an extraordinary wildlife sanctuary.  
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